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THE CEASE-FIRE IS SIGNED. 
NOW THE FI6HT BEGINS 




It’s the amnesty fight that begins— and 
John David Herndon is one of its casual- 
ties. A Vietnam veteran who went AWOL 
in 1 970, Herndon returned two years later 
and offered himself as a test ease. The 
charge: desertion. The defense: it is not a 
crime to desert an army engaged in war 
crimes. The outcome? The army never al- 
lowed the case to reach the courts; Hern- 
don was given a dishonorable discharge. 

Russell Baker, “Animportant contribu- 
tion to the literature on what Vietnam has 
done to the American soul, and I wish it 
could be read by everybody for its quiet 
presentation of reality.” 

James Wechsler, New York Post, “Res- 
ton’s book is a moving absorbing ac- 
count. A plea for sweeping general 

amnesty... may help to call 

attention to many forgot- 
ten victims of the war.” 


Mike Gravel, U.S. Senator from Alaska, 
“Regardless of what decision is finally 
made on the amnesty question, the Amer- 
ican people must face and wrestle with 
the real facts, not the imagined ones . . . 
Reston makes us feel the emotions John 
Herndon felt; happiness, anger, horror 
and anguish.” 
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AND HERE'S WHY 
SOME WENT 
AWOlo,. 

This heartbreaking collec- 
tion of anti-war poems by 
Vietnam veterans is "a 
test of your humanity . . . 
the chopchopchop of ro- 
tor blades . . . the slop of 
mutilated bodies. If the 
Impact of all these poems 
does not make you weep, 
then by Jesus Christ you 
are not human/' 

— John Seeiye, The New 
York Times Book Review 
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